MEDIA RELEASE: Grey voters see red over 3 years of federal radioactive waste
plan
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Today marks three years since the federal government named Wallerberdina Station in the
Flinders Ranges as its preferred site for a national radioactive waste facility.
Since then, Kimba on the Eyre Peninsula has also been targeted. Members of both
communities have since worked consistently to prevent becoming home to Australia’s
radioactive waste.
Adnyamathanha woman from the Flinders Ranges Vivianne McKenzie said “there are many
people in the community who have opposed this nuclear waste dump since it was first
announced. We need Canberra to listen to us, because we will never give up.”
As part of these efforts a community postcard initiative opposing the planned waste site is
being delivered tomorrow to the Whyalla office of current federal member for Grey, Mr
Rowan Ramsey. He is being requested to take it to Federal Resources Minister Matt
Canavan on behalf of the community. Copies will also be given to Shadow Minister Kim
Carr, the Kimba District and Flinders Ranges Councils and the SA state government.
One of the messages collected on the postcards was “please investigate all safe options
before proceeding with this current plan”. The Government is rushing and wrong and we
want a different approach.
There are three sites currently under federal consideration: two near Kimba on the Eyre
Peninsula and one near Hawker in the Flinders Ranges. All three sites are actively
contested and all are in Grey, the largest electorate in South Australia.
Dr Susi Andersson from Hawker said “three years of uncertainty is too long. The process of
finding a site for a NRWMF is dividing and harming our community. Most people, for or
against the facility, feel three years is too long. This is affecting the well-being of individuals
and the community.
“The Cadence Economic Report commissioned and published by DIIS predicts an 8%
increase in GRP (gross regional product) when the facility is expected to be operational in
2030. SA tourism predict a State-wide rise in tourism activity by 2030 of 32%. Tourism and
primary production are the basis of our economy and our future, not a radioactive waste
facility. DIIS produces lots of slick propaganda promoting their proposal but when we ask
questions or for clarification, it usually takes months to get an answer” Dr Andersson
concluded.
Peter Woolford, a farmer from Kimba said “Our homes - our communities - our jobs are at
risk from this unpopular and unnecessary plan. We will not sit quietly and allow a flawed
plan to have a lasting negative impact on our way of life.”

The No Dump Alliance - a broad grouping of SA community, Aboriginal and agricultural
representatives - is calling on the current and any future federal government to scrap the
current site selection process, take the three sites in SA off the table and hold an
independent inquiry into the full range of ways to manage Australia’s radioactive waste.
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